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HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.20 pm]: Further to Minister for Child Protection 
Hon Helen Morton’s ministerial statement on White Ribbon Day, I also rise to recognise White Ribbon Day. 
Regrettably, I was away on urgent parliamentary business last Thursday, 19 November, which was International 
Men’s Day. Customarily when it comes to talking about men in our society and why I think we should have 
a minister for men’s interests, I refer to the quantum of the mental health issues and suicide rates for men and the 
volume of evidence of the consequential impact of men hurting and harming others. However, as I have said 
repeatedly, the single best thing we can do is to empower good male role models to inspire the current and next 
generation of men to courageously break the cycle of harm. 
Just before Father’s Day this year, I was invited to present the WA Father of the Year Award. This year, the 
winner is a gentleman by the name of Paul Lenaghan from Merriwa. Paul’s demeanour was self-effacing, 
gracious, and a little embarrassed by all the attention. The nomination sent in by his wife, Samantha, reads — 

“Paul is the most loving Dad, he is selfless, and always puts his family first and he has sacrificed so 
much to give us the best. He is a humble man who rarely complains and just gets on with what needs to 
be done. He is extremely passionate about his job and sets a great example of having a strong work 
ethic to our kids. He supports all of our kids to follow their dreams and believes in each and every one 
of them. He is funny, he is loving and he supports us all. We love him dearly and even if he doesn’t get 
any further in this competition, I want him to know how special he is to us.” 

Paul was just a top bloke. I really got the sense from everyone who spoke so highly about him that he prioritises 
the needs of his family. Paul said to me, “I was only out to impress one person, my wife; so when I saw what she 
wrote, that was enough for me.” He went on to say, “You hear what other people are doing and think: Well, how 
did I win this? It’s pretty humbling.” One could say that this man does not need the accolades, because his 
happiness comes from loving his wife and being an amazing dad to his children. His goal is to give his all to help 
his children realise their fullest joy and potential. 

C.S. Lewis once said — 
True humility is not thinking less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. 

Exercising humility requires strength of character. Self-sacrificing requires courage and stepping up to the plate 
to take responsibility for others. We are too often told that to be happy we need to pursue our own gratification. 
“Follow your dreams” and “You deserve to be happy”, are catchcries in advertising, TV sitcoms and our culture, 
but what could be further from the truth? The more we seek to satisfy ourselves, the unhappier we actually 
become. The real truth is that the people who are the happiest are those who are giving of themselves. 
The first decision of Prime Minister Turnbull’s cabinet was to approve $l00 million in federal funding to help 
stop violence against women. At a press conference, Mr Turnbull stated emphatically — 

“Women must be respected … 
…  
… violence against women begins with disrespecting women.” 

He also told reporters — 
“… I’d say that as parents, one of the most important things we must do is ensure that our sons respect 
their mothers and their sisters.” 

I agree with the rhetoric, but as Miranda Devine pointed out in her article entitled “Demonising men won’t stop 
domestic violence”, this issue needs to be looked at far more critically. In the article, she states — 

Some facts, from the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics: Domestic violence is worst in the small remote 
town of Bourke. With its high indigenous population, it has a rate of 4195.6 offences per 
100,000 population … 

Miranda Devine then compares this rate with the rate of domestic violence in affluent suburbs in Sydney — 
… Kuringai has the lowest domestic violence in NSW with 66.1 crimes per 100,000, followed by 
Hunters Hill, Lane Cove, Hornsby, Manly, Willoughby, and so on. 

This makes for an interesting discussion on domestic violence, one that needs to occur if we are serious about 
truly tackling the issue. In her follow-up article, entitled “Feminist dogma whips up the domestic violence 
industry”, Devine addresses her attackers and urges the use of rigorously researched reasoning to target scarce 
resources to where they will have the most impact. The article reads — 
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The evidence is everywhere if you care to look, that poverty, intergenerational dysfunction, mental 
illness and substance abuse are preconditions for a domestic violence hotspot, with chronic 
underreporting in indigenous communities hiding the level of distress. 

I agree with Devine when she says — 

“Boys brought up in an environment of chaos, dysfunction and violence, who are neglected and abused, 
are more likely to become abusive, violent men with poor impulse control.” 

Trying to put bandaids on issues such as domestic violence does not work. Genuinely getting alongside men, 
meeting them where they are at and helping them to make sense of their situation, is where we need to start. 

There is an online community called “Father Apprentice”. I really appreciate the way that they define the intent 
of the organisation. The Father Apprentice website states — 

We help men become comfortable in their own skin, and then we encourage them to sweat a little 
harder towards the big stuff—towards patience, enthusiasm, curiosity, creativity, and that big ol’ smile 
inside. 

If my wish for a minister for men’s interests were ever to be realised, I would hope that the minister would be all 
about encouraging men to sweat a little harder towards the big stuff. When men are sweating harder to be more 
patient, to be more inspiring, and to be more nurturing, women and children will sweat less, their stress will be 
lessened, and they will flourish and thrive. I cannot say it any better than Ben Pratt who  wrote in the latest 
Fatherhood Foundation newsletter — 

Despite what our society says, I didn’t become a man when I had my first drink, or when I found hair 
on my chin... it wasn’t the first time I had sex or when I became a father that did it either. It didn’t 
happen when I turned 16, 18, or 21, and it certainly didn’t happen when I got my first car. 

Just as the definition of what a man is, is found in deliberate action and choice, so too is the definition 
of who I am found in my deliberate action and choice. I became a man the day that I realised that my 
power is not for me to use for myself, but to use for others... the day I recognised that with rights come 
responsibilities, and that to abuse my power and my rights is to not be a man at all, but to remain a boy. 

… 
There are some who argue that there should not be such a thing as International Men’s Day... that every 
day is Men’s Day because across the world men use the power that they have for selfish purposes; The 
husband who beats his wife, the father who forces his daughter into an arranged marriage, the politician 
who takes funding away from homeless services and gives subsidies to multi-billion dollar companies. 
It happens in little ways and big ways, but the reality is that it happens every day, in every city and town 
in the world. There are many, many males who abuse their power. 
The reality is that they are not living their lives as they should be. 
They do not deserve the honour that comes with being a man. 

Political journalist Norman Cousins once said — 

“The capacity for hope is the most significant fact of life. It provides human beings with a sense of 
destination and the energy to get started.” 

I live with the hope that we will see a minister for men’s interests someday. 
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